Libby Harricks Memorial Oration

The 1990 Libby Harricks oration was held during The General Practioner Conference & Exibitition at Olympic Park, Homebush.

The Orator was Prof. Graeme Clark and was titled

“The Bionic Ear: From an Idea to a Reality”.
In his fascinating talk Professor Clark described his struggle to develop his idea despite lack of funds for his research and the scepticism of his peers. At one stage he was so desperate for funds he set up a table on the street in the Melbourne business district asking for donations whilst his secretary did the same at a market. (She collected more!)
His journey started at the age of 11 when he saw the difficulties his hearing impaired pharmacist father had with hearing clients in his shop. In 1965 the then Dr Clarke had an idea of using direct electrical stimulation of the cochlear and in1966 he left his ENT practice to start his research which involved fundamental studies in the physics of sound as well as the medical issues involved.

In 1978 he made the first implant on a patient and success was demonstrated when the patient recognised the playing of God Save the Queen and then Waltzing Matilda. In 1979 he made his second implant on another patient. His team then proceeded to develop the processor from a laboratory model to a portable device and ultimately to a commercial success by the Cochlear company.
During the oration Prof. Clarke showed a number of videos of various patients as their implants were switched on. The most impressive was the joy on the faces of young children who had been deaf since birth when they heard their first sounds in 1985.
Finally Prof. Clarke talked briefly of the future development possibility of using carbon nanotubes to significantly increase the number of electrodes which could allow the hearing of high fidelity music through the bionic ear.
This was an excellent oration which has been reproduced on a USB stick which members can view at SHHH Turramurra.

 My only disappointment was that so few GPs out  of the several hundred at the conference turned up to hear the lecture. We have still a long way to go to get across our message of the importance of hearing loss!

Prior to the oration Harvey Dillon launched a new NAL research product-

Listening in Spacialized Noise (LISN-S). This will be used for testing children’s hearing to assess their ability to understand speech when noise is arriving from different directions. The product, which will be marketed worldwide by Phonak, will be available later this year.
A copy of the Australian Hearing media release and Phonak booklet is available from SHHH Turramurra
