Media Access Australia's Accessible Regions Campaign!
Dear friends,
 
Re:         Accessible Regions Campaign
 

I write to you today from Media Access Australia (MAA) to ask you to support ARC: The Accessible Regions Campaign.

 
ARC is about raising the profile of accessibility issues in regional areas.
 

Now more than ever before, we have the opportunity to make some real progress in regional access.  With the strength of the Independents in Parliament and the creation of a new Minister for Regional Australia, MAA believes that a concerted strategy to identify and solve accessibility problems could yield positive results.

 

MAA is working in a range of areas to improve media access is regional areas and has worked to improve cinema accessibility, digital television accessibility and captioning on regional television.

 
ARC is about monitoring regional broadcasters’ compliance with minimum captioning requirements.
 

In the past, regional broadcasters have had a much poorer record on meeting captioning requirements than their metropolitan counterparts.  Metropolitan broadcasters are subject to a far higher degree of scrutiny than regional broadcasters, which naturally means that there is less pressure on them to meet their targets

 
To make ARC happen we need your help—and the help of your members!
 

MAA needs individuals in regional areas to help us. We need individuals to monitor the level and quality of captions on regional News and Current Affairs broadcasts.  We need people to watch these programs and perform spot checks, making sure that all parts of a program are aired with captions—including live crosses!

 
MAA thought that your organisation may be interested in helping us find Regional Broadcast Monitors by passing on this email to your members.
 

MAA has a standard set of questions which Monitors would answer each week, either by email, an online survey, or in print—whichever suits them best!  But if you or your members have any other ideas for how we could improve the Campaign, please let us know.

 

You can find attached a print copy of our questionnaire, and here’s the link to the web survey: http://mediaaccess.accessibleregions.sgizmo.com/s3/
 
Thank you for taking the time to read about ARC: The Accessible Regions Campaign.  We hope you’ll get involved!
 

Kind regards,
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